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EMBRACING THE MAN

arch 1, 2008 was a historic and jubilant day
for Malvern Preparatory
School, the private, Chester
County, Catholic, Augustinian school for boys, grades 6
– 12. A cold winter wind was
no match for the warmth of
festivities that began with a
mass celebrated by His
Eminence Cardinal Justin
Rigali, the Archbishop of
Philadelphia. Processing into
Our Mother of Good
Counsel Chapel to the
strains of Schulte’s City of
God, the Cardinal and his
concelebrants – the Very Reverend Donald F. Reilly,
O.S.A., Rev. James R. Flynn,
O.S.A., Rev. Harry J. Erdlen,
When artist David Larned unveiled his portrait for the first time, he told the committee members this: “A portrait tells a story
about the past and in doing so connects
you to it.” When folks look at his painting
of the Rev. David J. Duffy, O.S.A., they
will make the connection as they smile and
nod at an icon who will smile right back.
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Above: At the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Duffy Arts Center (left to right): the Very Reverend Donald Reilly, O.S.A. Prior Provincial, Province of
St. Thomas of Villanova; Jim Stewart, Malvern President; Charles P. Connolly, Jr. ’66, Past Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and Marianne Connolly of
Wayne; Campaign Co-Chairs Cindy and Pat O’Hara of Malvern; the Rev. James Flynn, O.S.A., Malvern Head of School; Campaign Co-Chair Victor
Maggitti, Jr., Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Berwyn resident; and Jackie White, Malvern Art Department Chair
Below: His Eminence Cardinal Justin Rigali cuts the ribbon for the new Duffy Arts Center with (left to right): Malvern student Chris Paolino; the
Very Reverend Donald Reilly, O.S.A. Prior Provincial, Province of St. Thomas of Villanova; the Rev. James Flynn, O.S.A., Malvern Head of School; Jim
Stewart, Malvern President; and Villa Maria student Stephanie Principati.

O.S.A., and Rev. Patrick B.
McStravog, O.S.A. – were
greeted by hundreds of
Malvern’s benefactors.
They were all there to honor the
memory and bask in the glow of the
Rev. David J. Duffy, O.S.A., a name
synonymous with the school, and a
man loved and revered by students,
teachers, parents, and alumni. At the
conclusion of the mass as the Malvern
Liturgical Music Group sang Take the
Word of God With You, the congregation followed Cardinal Rigali to the
sterling new, state-of-the-art Kimmel-

continued on next page
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rivaling theatre inside the Rev.
David J. Duffy, O.S.A. Arts Center.
Father Duffy, who passed away
in 2006, had a long, storied, and
successful tenure at Malvern where
he himself graduated in 1948. He
returned as headmaster in 1973 and
in 1990 was named the school’s first
president. In between, Father Duffy
was a theology professor at Villanova University and an English
and religion teacher and later principal at Monsignor Bonner High
School in Drexel Hill. He was also
Augustinian Province Counselor for
two years.
But Father Duffy was so much
more. Just talk to any one who
knew him…for a few minutes or for
a lifetime…and they’ll all tell you a
Father Duffy story. Some will be
about family tragedies and how
Father Duffy brought them comfort.
Others will be about three generations of weddings and christenings
and how Father brought them joy
and laughter. Almost all of the stoAbove, Right: Peg Boova (left), an alumni
parent and past trustee, and Kathy DeLong,
alumni parent and trustee, were instrumental
in commissioning the portrait of the Rev.
David J. Duffy, O.S.A.
Right: Members of the Malvern Prep community attending the dedication and celebration of the new, state-of-the-art Rev. David J.
Duffy, O.S.A. Arts Center.
Below, Right: Rev. James R. Flynn, O.S.A.,
Head of School, David Larned, portrait
artist, and James H. Stewart, President, at
the unveiling of the portrait of the late Rev.
David J. Duffy, O.S.A.
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ries will be about golf, Father’s other
passion, and how he often found time
to conduct school business on one of
the holes of his favorite course.
In an online sympathy card to the
Malvern community, Tom Ledetter
wrote:
“Dave married my wife Julie and
me twenty years ago, and the first
thing you see in our wedding album is
Dave’s signed $10 bill. I won that off
Dave playing golf before the ceremony. It reminds me just how human
and full of fun the man was, and yet a
priest…a man of God in the first
order. I’ve still got his ten bucks if I
ever need it.”
All will tell you that they always felt
they had his undivided attention, that
what they thought was important to
him, and that what they said was listened to. It was one of the many Augustinian precepts Duffy took to heart:

has gained a reputation of academic
excellence…even though there’s a legendary inside joke told by Father Duffy
himself. “Here at Malvern,” he would
say, no doubt to an august body, “academics are Number One.” (He would
smile wryly and twinkle his eyes as he
held up TWO fingers.) “And athletics
are Number Two.” (Here he would
hold up just ONE finger.)
The sports teams are excellent.
They regularly bring home champi-

“God loves each of us as
if there were only one of us.”
- Saint Augustine
During the 32 years of his dedicated ministry at Malvern, Fr. Dave or
“Duff,” as many affectionately called
him, worked tirelessly to bring the
school back from the brink of financial collapse. James H. Stewart, president, said, “Father Duffy’s influence
and love for the people of the Malvern
Prep community is immeasurable. The
school that exists today,” he said, “is
directly a result of his vision and leadership.”

“Faith is to believe what
you do not see; the reward of
this faith is to see what you
believe.”
- Saint Augustine
What Father Duffy lived to see was
a school population that tripled in size,
a campus of new buildings, and a beautification of grounds and playing fields.
With his board of trustees, top-notch
teachers, and active alumni, the school
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onships, ribbons, trophies, and
plaques. But the academic record is
equally impressive with 100% of its
graduates going off to prestigious colleges and universities around the country. When parents would say they
could not afford to send their son to
Malvern, Fr. Duffy would quickly
reply, “You can’t afford NOT to send
your son here.”
continued on next page
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Below: Enjoying a tour of the new Duffy Arts Center are Charles P.
Connolly, Jr. ’66, Past Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and
Marianne Connolly of Wayne and Campaign Co-Chairs Cindy and
Pat O’Hara of Malvern.

Above: Cardinal Rigali shaking the hands of Campaign Co-Chair Victor
Maggitti, Jr., Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Berwyn resident, and
Florence Milch of New York, N.Y.

EMBRACING THE MISSION
“Do you wish to be great? Then
begin by being. Do you desire to construct a vast and lofty fabric? Think
first about the foundations of humility.
The higher your structure is to be, the

deeper must be its foundation. Do you
wish to rise? Begin by descending. You
plan a tower that will pierce the
clouds? Lay first the foundation of
humility.”
- Saint Augustine

With over 75% of Malvern’s students involved in the arts, and all of its
instruction being delivered in a tired
old building that used to be a dormitory, it became clear to Father Duffy
and his board of trustees that a new
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building was needed to remain true to,
in Duffy’s words, “cultivate the
whole man…intellectually, religiously,
morally, and artistically.”
A foundation had to be laid, a foundation of planning, campaigning, and
fundraising. And there was no one better
at it than Father Duffy. His disarming
smile, his sense of humor, and plain ol’
likeability made it difficult for folks to
say no to him. And so in 2004, the Capital Campaign was launched with construction beginning in 2006. All were of
one mind: the students deserved a facility
commensurate with their burgeoning
artistic talents. And so they raised money,
they expanded course offerings, and they
hired more art, music, theatre, and photography teachers.
It became clear to many that naming the new building after Father
Duffy would be a natural culmination
of the entire campaign. Said Marty
Farrell, Malvern’s executive director of
development, “The idea began with
Charley Connolly ’66 P’01, past chairman of the board of trustees. He had

several discussions with Jim Stewart
and several members of the board of
trustees. They all envisioned the naming of the new building as the perfect
way to honor Fr. Duffy for his years of
service to the school. Their decision
was unanimous, and they decided to
run it by Fr. Duffy, quite a humble guy
when it came to things like this. He
was taken aback, honored, and most
unusual for him – speechless. ‘I don’t
know what to say. At this point in my
life,’ said Father, ‘the only thing I am
concerned with is getting into
heaven.’”
Over a 13-year period, Augustine
wrote The City of God, his longest
and most comprehensive work, which
is considered to be his most significant
contribution to Western thought and
in the analysis of Christian history.
Augustine developed his own tale of
two cities: “the City of God” and “the
City of Man.” The City of God has a
divine origin and a heavenly, or
eternal, destiny. The City of Man has a
human origin and an earthly destiny.
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The Duffy Arts Center is part of
that Augustinian development, merging both Cities – the spiritual with the
temporal. To that end Cardinal Rigali
blessed every classroom, every studio,
every practice and storage room, every
nook and cranny. Then he returned to
the magnificent stage and with a theatrical flourish helped unveil the pièce
de résistance – a life-size portrait of a
smiling and benevolent David J. Duffy.

EMBRACING THE ARTS
Embrace the Arts flags flutter on
every lamppost that line Malvern
Prep’s winding drives. They announce
to all the commitment the school has
to honor its mission. Just one piece – a
painting – remained to be put in
place…a lasting memorial inside the
Arts Center to its beloved and legendary priest, teacher, mentor, advisor,
and friend.
Now all they needed was a portrait painter. Even this was Scripture
based: many were called but few were
continued on next page

chosen. When they saw the works of a
young man named David Larned, the
committee was sold. Larned, a native
of Delaware who now makes his home
on the Stock Grange Farm in Downingtown, is what is called in art circles
a technical painter. In an age when
many eschew that discipline, Larned
has developed an approach to portraits and landscapes that he says “is
about observing the simple beauty of
the way an object looks in light, then
translating that three-dimensional
reality in two dimensions with paint.”
For this commission Larned relied
heavily on interviews and dozens of
Duffy photographs. The challenge was
to capture the essence of the man in all
his humanity without a model. “When
the artist doesn’t get to meet his subject,” says Larned, “it becomes doubly
difficult. In Father Duffy’s case judging by the Malvern community’s fondness for him, the consistent gushing
made my job a lot easier. It’s not often
someone is so universally loved.”
With the help of Kathy DeLong,
secretary of the board of trustees, and
Peg Boova, past trustee, Larned armed
himself with over 200 pictures and an
Augustinian habit. Larned then hired a
‘body double’ to pose as a monk. “The
model,” says Larned, “was anything
but holy, a contrast I am sure Father
Duffy would get a kick out of.”
Larned, heavily influenced by European and American artists from the
16th through the early 20th century,
paints most of his subjects with their
mouths closed, but there was not one
picture of Fr. Duffy where he didn’t
have his mouth wide open in animated
conversation. “But,” says Larned, “in
each I could see the love, enthusiasm,
and joy for life he possessed.”
A visit to the artist’s studio –
which he shares with his wife Sarah
Lamb, an equally talented and
adventurous oil painter – reveals a
man who like Fr. Duffy is passionate
and enthusiastic about his work. He
says he’s a lifelong learner, always
teaching himself new techniques.
“You have to learn how to be a
teacher of yourself so when you’re in
your studio, you can critique yourself
while in your mind you listen to all
your past teachers.”
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Larned fondly remembers those
past teachers at the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts, the University of Pennsylvania, and the Florence
Academy of Art. “I loved being a student in Florence because as a student
you don’t really know exactly what
you want until you find it. I did some
teaching there, but what I do is SO-OO specific that I don’t know if I can
really help students. I’m a one-trick
pony. This,” Larned makes a sweeping

gesture that circles his studio, “is how
I paint. I need my light like this; I need
my music just so. I have no idea how
to throw a pot. I can’t do anything
else. I couldn’t teach unless I had full
control – no program, no course of
study, I have to do it MY way.”
His way has won him a variety of
awards including semi-finalist in the
National Portrait Gallery’s Boochever
Portrait Competition, the Donelson
Figure Painting Prize, and the Historic

Yellow Springs Landscape Prize. He
has exhibited in New York, San Francisco, and Philadelphia as well as
many other east coast venues.
Light is key to his works. He never
paints with artificial light. “I can only
work during the day because I only
paint with natural light. It’s softer,
more beautiful. It’s absolutely gorgeous. There’s nothing else like it.”
The paintings that surround him – he
works on four or five at a time – are
works in progress that are testament
to his focus on light, tone, and composition.
Larned transformed his garage
into a studio with all windows facing
north to provide ambient light all day
long. “No genius on my part,” says
Larned. “That’s how almost all artists’
studios are constructed.” He is charming in his self-effacement. “And I’m
not temperamental or bizarre. All our
artist friends are quite frankly boring
and totally normal. We have 9 to 5
jobs just like other folks.”

“My work is sometimes a
combination of life and photos. I make people the size
they are. Otherwise you lose
human relationship. That’s
always the way I like to
paint. Commissions usually
come to me by word-ofmouth. And,” says Larned,
“when folks see my work,
they take an active interest in
wanting to become a subject
of a portrait.”
When Larned unveiled his portrait
for the first time, he told the committee members this: “A portrait tells a
story about the past and in doing so
connects you to it.” When folks look
at his painting of the Rev. David J.
Duffy, O.S.A., they will make the connection as they smile and nod at an
icon who will smile right back. •
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